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Dear Crescent Family:

Wow, this is going to be an exciting year at Crescent! We are only a week into the school year and under
Principal Leach’s leadership, we are already witnessing incredible changes to our landscape, to our
structure and to our identity as a school. Now, more than ever, is our opportunity to achieve great things by
working as a team with our teachers, administrators and families to help unify the school community we
want our children to experience at Crescent.

In this packet, you will find most of the tools you need to start the year off right at Crescent, including:

PTA Meeting Schedule: Attend our monthly PTA meetings to hear of school-wide developments from
Principal Leach, and to participate in the coordination of enrichment programs and events. In this economy,
the easiest way to contribute to your children’s education is to volunteer your time. Any amount of time you
can volunteer will make an incredible difference in the quality and quantity of programs the PTA can offer.

PTA Membership Forms: Our PTA membership packet is enclosed and is an important component to our
effectiveness for our students, our school and our community. The PTA is a strong network comprised of
over 6 million members nationally, all working together to benefit all children. Join today and help us
strengthen our voice. PTA membership dues are just $7.00 per year.

PTA Fundraising: You have a choice of where to spend your money. Why not invest in your child’s
experience at Crescent? Please see the fundraising letter in this packet to learn how you can make a tax-
deductible donation in which 100% of the money you donate goes to Crescent programs, unlike our
fundraisers which only generate 20 — 50% for the school.

New Earthquake Kit Procedures: We have updated the earthquake procedures this year to ensure that all
Crescent students are prepared in case of an emergency at school that would require them to remain in
their classrooms for extended periods of time. To that end, each child must have an emergency kit in his/her
classroom, and parents can either bring in existing earthquake kits from previous years or prepare a new kit
per the enclosed guidelines.

Online School Directory: Make sure your child’s friends can contact you for play dates, birthday parties
and homework! Sign up for our password-protected online directory that is only available to Crescent
families. We will also be including the Crescent Business Listings this year for Crescent family-owned and
operated businesses.

Yearbook Sale: Order your yearbook today! This is the only yearbook sale, so buy early and save. The
yearbook features school portraits and photos from all school-related events, so if you take pictures at
school, be sure to send them in immediately. See the yearbook order form for details.

If you have any questions about Crescent Elementary PTA, its programs, or how you can get involved,
please contact me at info@crescentpta.org or 714-496-4880.

Sincerely,

Amy Case, PTA President


mailto:info@crescentpta.org

Crescent Elementary PTA Mission Statement

Crescent Elementary PTA is a group of parent, teacher and staff volunteers focused on implementing
programs for Crescent students which enhance their academic and social growth, while maintaining our
goals of community outreach, increasing membership and making all contributors feel valued and
appreciated.

2009-2010 PTA MEETING SCHEDULE

Friday, September 4

8:15 am, Room 607, Upper Campus PTA Association Meeting

Tuesday, September 8 Back to School Night
6:15 pm PTA Association Mtg. prior to classroom visits

Friday, October 16

8:15 am, Room 607, Upper Campus PTA Association Meeting

Friday, November 6

8:15 am, Room 607, Upper Campus PTA Association Meeting

Friday, December 11

8:15 am, Room 607, Upper Campus PTA Association Meeting

Friday, January 15

8:15 am, Room 607, Upper Campus PTA Association Meeting

Friday, February 5

8:15 am, Room 607, Upper Campus PTA Association Meeting

Friday, March 5

8:15 am, Room 607, Upper Campus PTA Association Meeting

Friday, April 16

8:15 am, Room 607, Upper Campus PTA Association Meeting

Friday, May 7

8:15 am, Room 607, Upper Campus PTA Association Meeting

Friday, June 4

8:15 am, Room 607, Upper Campus PTA Association Meeting

Meeting dates, times and locations are subject to change. Please refer to the Master Calendar at
www.crescentpta.org for the most up-to-date PTA calendar.
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Sponsored Activities

The following pages detail some of the “extras” Crescent Elementary has to offer that are parent-sponsored
through the Crescent Elementary PTA. Without the generosity of our families, our students would lose these
valuable programs.

ART MASTERS — Scheduled four times per year Cost: $6,000.00

This program is designed to teach children to create, understand and appreciate works of art and cultures.
Students “meet” master artists at assemblies through interactive slide presentations with visiting lecturers.
Then students are treated to exciting studio art lessons with their classroom teachers using artist-quality
materials in the same manner as the masters!

BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB

This is a very fun program that the PTA helps to coordinate with the school librarian to benefit our library.
During the month of your child's birthday, he/she will be given the chance to pick out a brand new book of
his/her choice to donate to the library. Your child's name and birth date will be placed on the inside cover of
the book, and your child will be the first one to check out the book. Cost to participate: $15.00.

BOOK FAIR — Offered twice per year

Scholastic Book Fair is a special event that enables parents and children to purchase quality books at
reasonable prices, while all money raised is used to buy new books for our school library.

BIRTHDAY CUPCAKE PARTY — Celebrated Monthly Cost: $250.00

Each month, our birthday party chairpersons host a small birthday party at snack recess on each campus to
celebrate all students who have birthdays in that month. Students receive an invitation to attend and enjoy
their special birthday cupcake.

CAREER DAY — Scheduled in the Spring Cost: $500.00

Career Day is an opportunity for 4™-6" grade students to spend a day learning about many exciting
professions and what it takes to prepare for various careers. Volunteer presenters come to the school and
give informational sessions throughout the day. The students receive their individual schedule for the day,
based on input they give about their interests, and they attend 6, 40 minute career sessions throughout the
day.

FAMILY NIGHTS - Scheduled throughout the year Cost: $200.00

= Family Reading Nights — Please bring the entire family for our reading nights — see calendar for details
= Family Movie Night — We are hoping to schedule at least one movie night this coming year
= Family Education Nights — Teachers host reading, science and math nights for all students

FUN RUN — October or November Raises: $7,000.00

The Fun Run is a one-day event where kids run a ¥ mile track at school and collect pledge money from
family and friends. We are trying to get corporate sponsorship for this event this year! It is a fun day with a
lot of activities for the whole family and a great opportunity to interact with many of the students at school.

HOSPITALITY — Throughout the year Cost: $1,000.00

What would all the events be without some refreshments and an out-stretched hand? Sign up to help
provide refreshments and create a hospitable environment at all PTA-sponsored functions.
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| KNOW MY STATES — Cost: $500.00

The “I Know My States” program encourages all students to learn the names and locations of all the states
in the United States. This voluntary program gives students an opportunity to take a test where they are
given a map of the United States and they must fill in the state names from memory. Students who
successfully fill in all state names are rewarded with a pizza party.

IMAGINATION MACHINE — Throughout the year Cost: $2,100.00

A theater group performs stories written by our very own students in a very entertaining assembly format.
This assembly is combined with another assembly (called Write Away) in which 4"-6" grade students learn
about the mechanics of writing.

MUSIC PROGRAM — Throughout the year (20 times per year) for grades K-4" Cost: $5,300.00

Literacy-OnStage is a music enrichment program created by Regina Roum, a beloved music teacher, who
performs an assembly about a chosen book, followed up by individual class music lessons that incorporate
the story in some way. A winter concert and an end of year concert are included.

RED RIBBON WEEK — October Cost: $1,400.00

Crescent participates in the annual celebration of National Red Ribbon week. Students across America
commit themselves to living drug-free, healthy lives in remembrance of a DEA agent who lost his life in the
fight against drugs. The PTA plans and hosts activities for the week to help convey an anti-drug message
that is interesting and meaningful to students.

REFLECTIONS PROGRAM — September/October Cost: $250.00

The Reflections Program is an arts recognition and achievement program for students. The Reflections
Program provides opportunities for students to express themselves creatively and to receive positive
recognition for original works of art inspired by pre-selected themes, while increasing community awareness
on the importance of the arts in education. The program culminates in a wonderful reception where the
children show their works of art. This year’s theme is “Beauty is ...”.

SCIENCE FAIR — Scheduled in the spring for all grades Cost: $200.00

The Science Fair is an extraordinary learning program which has become a tradition with Crescent
students. Students can partner with friends or submit an entry individually. Students attend an informational
session to learn the guidelines for the projects. Next the students come up with individual science projects:
they present their hypothesis, scientifically conduct testing, and then present their results. The students
create a project display board and all experiments are judged and displayed at the Science Fair, an evening
event for students and families. Winning entries receive a ribbon and recognition at the Science Fair and in
the school newsletter. In recent years we’ve had over 100 projects entered in the Crescent Science Fair!

SCIENCE-ON-THE-GO - Throughout the year for grades K-3 Cost: $2,100.00

Science on the go features hands-on demonstrations with live exhibits and guest speakers each quarter.
The theme for 2009-2010 Science-on-the-go is Zoology, and the lectures will be on spiders, amphibians
and reptiles. It is a favorite program with students.

SUMMER BASH — May/June

The Summer Bash is an end-of-the-year carnival for students and their families. We have food booths,
game booths, music and a cake walk. Students can earn game tickets during the week preceding the event
making for an exciting week and a much-anticipated carnival.

Crescent Elementary
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TALENT SHOW — Date TBD

The Talent Show allows students to come up with creative “acts” to perform (past examples are: singing,
dancing, piano, guitar, magic, etc.). An audition is held in the weeks leading up to the show and approx. 20
acts are chosen. Students can also become involved in the Talent Show by signing up to be a student
helper. Student helpers sell tickets at the event, usher, sell and deliver refreshments to attendees, etc. The
event is held on a Friday evening and students, families & friends are encouraged to attend.

STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK — April/May

Staff Appreciation is an opportunity for students and parents to shower their teachers and staff with well-
deserved thanks. Parent volunteers supply breakfast each day and room parents coordinate thank you gifts
or cards to be given to the teachers on Friday. The PTA sponsors a luncheon for the faculty and staff at the
end of the week.

WALK THROUGH HISTORY - Grades 4-6 — March/June Cost: $3,900.00

California Weekly Explorer specializes in live presentations that focus on 4th, 5th and 6th grade social
studies covering the areas of California (4™ grade), American (5" grade) and Ancient World history (6™
grade). These two and a half hour presentations, known as "Walk Through Programs", bring to life social
studies using role play, vocabulary words, music and active participation of all students.

Many of the events and programs listed above rely on volunteers to make them a success. We invite you to
become involved this year in the PTA. We need reliable, interested people to volunteer their time, talent,
and ideas. In so doing, you will be making a valuable contribution to our students.

Please see the PTA website (www.crescentpta.org) for current chairperson openings. Committee volunteers
help plan and organize the programs from start to finish. Some of our events, such as the Fun Run and
Book Fair will need “worker bee” volunteers as those events get closer. Please join us in volunteering where
your time allows; we have roles for working parents, dads, grandparents, etc. Please email Amy Case at
acase@caseplace.net and indicate in the email where you would like to volunteer.

| want to make a positive difference in my child’s school! Please sign me up for the following:

| am interested in volunteering for:

| would like more information on:

Name Phone (home)

E-mail Phone (cell or work)

*Also, because we are going paperless, make sure you sign up for our school email list where you
will receive our “Weekly Friendly Reminder” and “Wanna Pitch In?”’ email newsletters. Go to
www.crescentpta.org and click on “Sign up for email updates”.*
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birthday Book Glub

How would you like to participate in an exciting way to honor your child's birthday? The Crescent
Elementary Birthday Book Club is a great way to celebrate an important day
in your child's life, as well as reaffirm the importance of reading.

During the month of your child's birthday, he/she will be given the chance to pick out a brand new book of
his/her choice to donate to the Crescent Elementary library. Your child's name and birth date will be placed
on the inside cover of the book, and your child will be the first one to check out the book. Children are so
proud to have their very own book in the library and to be the first one to check out their special book and
bring it home to share with you.

If you would like to join the club, please complete the Birthday Book Club portion on the enclosed
PAYMENT RECORD FORM. The cost for the Birthday Book Club is $15.00.

Questions? Please contact our chairpersons:

Jodi Hardeman; (H) 398-8374; jodihardeman@yahoo.com
Carrie Hagmaier; (H) 974-5311; chag@dslextreme.com

**July and August birthdays will be honored as soon as all payments are processed**

Join Today!
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Why Join PTA?

We all have a stake in educating our children, since our children are our future. Why join PTA? Join to
become an active participant in developing that future; to ensure that every child’s voice is heard.

PTA is unique because

It has not lost its focus for over 100 years - everychild.onevoice.

It demonstrates how one person can make a difference by working with others within the PTA
network.

It provides extensive training and reflects the professionalism of its volunteers.

It continues to be highly respected as an advocate in the state and nation for children and youth.

“You should join PTA because PTA membership . ..”

Benefits your child and benefits our schools. More than 85 rigorous academic research studies
conducted over 30 years of research proves that kids do better when parents are involved. Grades
are higher. Test scores improve. Attendance increases.

Connects you to a Network. Parenting is not easy - it helps to share ideas, concerns and
experiences with other parents and educators in the community. PTA functions are opportunities to
meet other parents and teachers, building rapport and discussing issues that are on your mind.

Means More Informed Parents. Parents involved in PTA understand the challenges schools face
and become part of the solution. They support improving education, both locally and legislatively. By
developing a closer relationship with parents, student achievement improves, and the school
develops a positive reputation in the community.

Gets you Connected and Adds Your Voice to Others. There’s no better way to know what'’s
happening in your school. Regularly scheduled meetings are an opportunity for you to share
information with other members. Because PTA is a forum for exchanging ideas, you are encouraged
to make suggestions. PTA can be a way for you to more effectively suggest change at your child’s
school.

Leverages Volunteer Power. PTA organizes hard-working and dedicated volunteers. Parents are
ready and willing to help implement school improvement programs.

Provides Great Resources. The PTA offers a variety of programs designed for parents as well as
students. Resource materials and training opportunities are plentiful in PTA.

Improves your skills. By volunteering with your PTA, you gain valuable experiences. It's an
opportunity to put your skills and hobbies to good use for a good cause — for your child and all
children in the community.

Results in School Improvement. By getting involved at your child’s school you'll be part of the
solution, helping make positive changes. Local PTAs play an important role in fundraising to provide
building improvements, curriculum-based programs and social events — all vital to a school’s
success.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Pamela Lee
Membership VP
curtispam@yahoo.com
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PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION
Crescent Elementary PTA 2009-2010

(Note: Per PTA guidelines this form is for adult members, not students)

Please print clearly and complete all information

(Parent Member, Last Name, First Name) (Parent Member, Last Name, First Name)
(Street Address, City, zip code) (Street Address, City, zip code)

(Phone Number) (Phone Number)

(Email Address) (Email Address)

Student’s Name / Teacher (data entry purposes only)

(Additional Adult Member, Last Name, First Name) (Additional Adult Member, Last Name, First Name)
(Street Address, City, zip code) (Street Address, City, zip code)

(Phone Number) (Phone Number)

(Email Address) (Email Address)

As a member, | understand that my address information will be shared with the California State PTA and the
National PTA unless the box below is checked.

[ ] PLEASE DO NOT SHARE MY ADDRESS INFORMATION

PTA dues are $7.00 per member or $25.00 per family (up to 4 adults).

Please attach this completed form to the Payment Record Form with your remittance and return to
your child’s classroom by Friday, September 4th.
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United We Give. United We Stand.

August 25, 2009

Dear Parent,

For all of us, the last year has been a time of turmoil, uncertainty, and anxiety. As parents, we want the
best for our children—we want them to have the passion to learn, to be well-rounded, and to reach their full
potential in life. We know that we are very fortunate to have our children attend Crescent Elementary, a
school that was honored and recognized recently by the OC Register as one of the best elementary schools
in Orange County, receiving a “Bronze Medal.”

It is to the great academic and nurturing environment at Crescent that | write today—and | do so with a
sense of great urgency—to ask you to become engaged as never before in getting involved with the school.
By all of us participating—whether volunteering at an event, or in the classroom; participating in one of the
many fundraisers; and / or giving a personal contribution to the Crescent PTA—we can take control, display
our unity, and have a positive impact on the school and in our children’s future.

I know we may feel that we cover the funding that our children receive to attend public schools through
taxes; however, this is merely one portion of the school’s funding. Funding has been increasingly
abandoned by the state government responsible for our local school’s core funding.

Because we are at the mercy of State and local funding and because these funds are being redirected to
help balance the State’s deficit, we must do everything in our power to augment the funding necessary for
our children’s education. Funds that are raised through the PTA benefit our children directly in such
programs as:

e Technology in the classrooms and computer labs;
e Educational assemblies;

e Library and classroom materials; and

e Student enrichment.

To recognize that each parent’s preference of fundraising activity is varied, | am including a draft fundraising
calendar on the reverse side that includes different fundraising activities that we plan to do throughout the
school year, in addition to this annual campaign.

For the programs that we will continue to offer, as well as being able to provide other services and
upgrades—whether technological, or in the playground—we request a $500 tax-deductible donation from
each family. (Your pledge can even be broken into monthly or quarterly payments online). We simply ask
that you think of what you can provide to the future of our children when considering your gift.

To make giving easier, you can indicate your gift amount on the Payment Record Form (attached to the
back of this packet) and we will send you a donation receipt for tax purposes. Additionally, you will soon be
able to give online at the Crescent PTA web site (www.crescentpta.org).
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Our philanthropic support is essential to the health and continued success of the school. In addition, when
we contribute to the Crescent PTA, we are sending a valuable message to our children that we believe in
their educational pursuit. We are leading by example and telling our children that philanthropy is important
and a vital part of our community and everyone’s lives. | hope that you agree and | thank you in advance for
your support.

Thank you,

Qe 71 Bpectis

Sara N. Garske
VP Fundraising, Crescent Elementary PTA
Parent of Alan (1* grade) and Joshua (Kindergarten)

P.S. If your company offers matching for charitable donations—please check your human resources office
for further details on how Crescent PTA can benefit.

Additionally, if you or your company is interested in sponsorship opportunities, please contact me at
sgarske@gmail.com.

Crescent PTA Fundraiser Tentative 2009-2010 Calendar:

September
8 Fall Catalog Sale Begins / Back to School Night

22 Fall Catalog Sale Ends

October

22 Expected delivery date for catalog orders
23 Fun Run

November

23 Calendar Year-End Fundraising Appeal

February

Mid See’s Candies Fundraiser



Important Updated Earthquake Information

Dear Parents,

An emergency or disaster can strike at any moment. We are confronted daily with the possibility of disasters
like an earthquake, fire, flood, plane crash or some other disaster, both manmade and natural. As a result of
such emergencies, roads may become impassable and experts predict that your child could spend up to
three days at school. Your child’s welfare is important to us, and in the event of an emergency such as a
devastating earthquake or lock down, we must be prepared.

To extend the care provided, every child should have his or her own three-day emergency preparedness Kit.
The kit is stored throughout the school year in your child’s classroom emergency bin. If not used, the
emergency supply kit is sent home with your child on the last day of school and should be sent back the
following school year.

At this time, we are asking for you to provide an emergency kit for each child you have in
attendance at Crescent Elementary School.

1. If you currently have an earthquake kit that has not expired, please update the attached
emergency plan form, add an updated photo if needed, and seal the updated forms in the
emergency kit and return to your child’s classroom immediately.

2. If you do NOT have an earthquake kit for each child at Crescent, you may purchase a standard
kit at many local department stores, or you can assemble your own kit by following the simple
directions below and return it to school immediately.

Thank you for your attention to this important issue as we pursue excellence in education and a safe and
happy school year.

Sincerely,

Randi Leach, Principal
Amy Case, PTA President

**EARTHQUAKE KIT LIST**
The following items should be labeled and sealed in a gallon-sized Ziploc bag:

Small supply of non-perishable food (crackers, granola bars, fruit cups, etc.)
Water or juice pouches

One lightstick

Solar thermal blanket or poncho

Two moist towelettes

One tissue pack

One pad of paper and pencil

Personal note written to your child on the attached emergency plan form and a
family photo



CRESCENT ELEMENTARY EMERGENCY PLAN FOR 2009/2010
This is in addition to the OUSD Emergency Card kept in the school office.

Student’s Name:

Teacher’'s Name: Room #:

Mother’'s Name:

Telephone (Home): Telephone (Work):

Telephone (Cell):

Father's Name:

Telephone (Home): Telephone (Work):

Telephone (Cell):

Out-of-State Contact (in the event local lines are down)

Name:
Relationship: City, State:
Telephone (Day): Telephone (Evening):

We encourage you to use the remainder of this page to write a reassuring letter to your child. This is stored
in your child’s Emergency Preparedness Kit. Don'’t forget to include a family photo and put it into a zip lock
bag to protect it in case it gets wet.

Dear )

Love,




Crescent Elementary PTA
2009-2010 Online Directory Information Sheet Pm

We are very excited to offer you this year’s school directory online! You can use your directory to contact
other Crescent families in matters such as class parties, homework, etc.

PLEASE - Return this completed form no later than Friday, September 4",

Father/Guardian’s Name:

First Name Last Name
Home Ph. Number: Work Ph. Number:
E-mail address: Cell Ph. Number:
Mailing Address: City/Zip:
Mother/Guardian’s Name: _
First Name Last Name

Home Ph. Number: Work Ph. Number:
E-mail address: Cell Ph. Number:
Mailing Address: City/Zip:
Child’s Name:

First Name Last Name Teacher/Grade:
Child’s Name: Teacher/Grade:
Child’s Name: Teacher/Grade:
Child’s Name: Teacher/Grade:

YES! Crescent PTA has my permission to include the above information in a password-protected
online directory that will only be available to Crescent students and families, and can be printed as needed.

Signature: Date:

Business Listing: If you have a business or job that provides a service or product, please complete the
following information to be included in the Business Listing section of the directory:

Your Name:

Name of Business:

Phone Number:

Website:
Description of the business (if not explanatory from the name):




_Pm Crescent Elementary PTA
2009-2010 YEARBOOK SALE
This will be the only yearbook sale. Buy early and save!

The yearbook will feature students' portraits and photos of school events. Please help by sending your CD
or prints to the office, within two weeks of the event, in an envelope marked "Yearbook". Please put your
name and phone number on the envelope in case there are any questions. If you only have a couple of
shots to submit, please e-mail them to larrydenise @sbcglobal.net. Any more than 5 photos should be
submitted to the school office.

Personalized Yearbooks feature your child's photo, name, and our school name on the cover. These
yearbooks can only be published for students who have their student portrait taken here at Crescent
through Lifetouch. If you choose this option, write your child's name on the order form as you'd like it to

appear on the cover. COST: $29
Regular Yearbooks will be the same as the personalized books on the inside. However, the covers will not
have your child's photo and name. COST: $23
If the regular yearbooks are not sold out, extras will be available in June. COST: $25

If you have any questions, please contact: Denise Williams, 974-6301 or LarryDenise @sbcglobal.net.

Thank you from your yearbook committee,
Paige Goble, Robyn Restivo, & Denise Williams

Please complete the bottom portion, then complete the PAYMENT RECORD FORM and send both with
payment back to your child's teacher by Friday, September 4™,

Checks should be made payable to Crescent Elementary PTA.

Student #1
Name: gty x $23, regular
(if you are purchasing a personalized yearbook, record student
name as you would like it to appear on personalized yearbook): gty x $29, personalized
Grade/Teacher:

Student #2
Name: gty x $23, regular
(if you are purchasing a personalized yearbook, record student
name as you would like it to appear on personalized yearbook): gty x $29, personalized
Grade/Teacher:

Student #3
Name: gty x $23, regular
(if you are purchasing a personalized yearbook, record student
name as you would like it to appear on personalized yearbook): gty x $29, personalized
Grade/Teacher:

Student #4
Name: gty x $23, regular
(if you are purchasing a personalized yearbook, record student
name as you would like it to appear on personalized yearbook): gty x $29, personalized
Grade/Teacher:
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